Re:  EPA LRRP Rule - The Opt Out Is Officially Out / House Passes Homestar  

With publication in the Federal Register the Opt-Out provision in the EPA LRRP rule is removed effective July 6, 2010.

Below is a summary of the publication in the Federal Register, and directly following a link to the entire rule.

SUMMARY
EPA is finalizing several revisions to the Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program (RRP) rule that published in the Federal Register on April 22, 2008. The RRP rule established accreditation, training, certification, and record keeping requirements as well as work practice standards on persons performing renovations for compensation in most pre-1978 housing and child-occupied facilities. In this document, EPA is eliminating the ``opt-out'' provision that currently exempts a renovation firm from the training and work practice requirements of the rule where the firm obtains a certification from the owner of a residence he or she occupies that no child under age 6 or pregnant women resides in the home and the home is not a child- occupied facility. EPA is also requiring renovation firms to provide a copy of the records demonstrating compliance with the training and work practice requirements of the RRP rule to the owner and, if different, the occupant of the building being renovated or the operator of the child-occupied facility. In addition, the rule makes minor changes to the certification, accreditation and state authorization requirements.  

This final rule is effective July 6, 2010. 

If you would like to read the entire posting, click here to go to the Federal Register.

Revised versions of the Renovate Right Booklet are not yet available, it's up to us to inform current customers about this change.  NARI will provide a sign off sheet from the back of the booklet free of charge to those of you who have already purchased the Renovate Right booklets.

We will continue to monitor the EPA and keep you informed of all developments.  

HOMESTAR
The House of Representatives passed HB5019 with minor amendments.  For details here's a  link to the bill.

Accredited Contractors  will need to be BPI accredited or by some other future standard the secretary of Energy may approve. All workers performing installation must be certified in the appropriate job skills under BPI, North American Technician Excellence or the Laborers' International Union of North America, or state programs or other programs that may be approved in the future by the Secretary of Energy.
 
The House bill seems to be very similar to the Senate version, before this goes any further the Senate will need to get their bill out of committee and onto the Senate floor for a vote.  Right now the Senate is occupied with other legislation and I don't see anything coming up to indicate any action on their part.
 
We have had many comments from NARI members "What are we doing..."  The NARI Government Affairs Committee is following all of this legislation carefully for you and will participate in the comments for these new amendments, please support our efforts when we issue a CALL TO ACTION.  Please pay attention to the emails we send you and take action when we ask you for assistance. 
 
If anyone notices any EPA sponsored PSAs on TV or in newspapers would you please let us know?
 
Thank You.
 
David Merrick, MCR, UDCR
Chairman of the Government Affairs Committee
NARI National 
E-mail: info@nari.org
President, Merrick Design and Build Inc
